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WASH Nixon 3J% Take o8 1819, 290
Very 1ittle"iq eXpected from the Presidentss Kiqdle East tour in
way of tangible agreements a8lthough thers are stronf slgns he
LBy announce resumption of tull relationg with Syria while in
Damascus, '

Without putting o date on it Syrian President Hafez Assad saig
Sunda¥ that such a restoratioh ‘*is what i3 requireq in the interest
of hoth couniries,ss Syria broke relationg during the 1367
Arab=Israeli war,

b 1s from that’low oint in Arab-7.S, relations that Iixon is
trying to recover, Ang even thouih Klssinger moveg the Uniteg Stateg
into 2 mch pore advantegeous position. in his recent megiation
gucceises, Iixon saig ¢¢al] problems that exigt in the area will not

€ solveqd ss

The tour will pe ¢¢g difficult trip from the standpoint of
diplomacy, ss Nixon declareg, addin% that he nevertneless will try to
convince drab ang Isracli ldagers thai the U.S, objective 1g ¢ sone of
8ssurance for €very nation in the arsa o o o OL the right to
Independence. the right to security, the right to seek their own way,
to achieve their owvn gosls,ss ]

Meanwhile, there weg congressional_criticism about another Nixon
trip, the dne he will take to kogcow later this month,

Sen, James R, Bucxley, Cons,~R N,y s 82ld 1n a radio interview that
Watergate hag creatzg‘i domestic siﬁuation that would maye that trip
8 ¢“‘nission in futility,ss

He sald, ¢¢The Soviets, quite probablg because of wnat they see in
terus of’our aomestic situation  hers heysve hardened their lines,

. they nave anfeared U0 become more 1n%ransigent in terms of what they
~ Will and will not discuss 8% the SALT Strategic Arpg Limitation
Talxs agreements, So that T have the feeling that in many real
~ Tespects 2 mission to losCow is & pigsion in futility,s»
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