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Mr. Chief Justice, President Johnsoa, Vice President
Humphrey, Vice President Agnew, my fellow Americans -- and my

fellow citizens of the world comm unity!

’ Didsaith | rave-tekew tetore God aod o))
A s

Each monfen: in Matory in a flecting time, precious and

mique. But some stand out as momeats of beginning, in which courses
are set that shape decades or conturies,
This can be such & moment,

Forces now are converging that make ‘wesme. for the

firat time, the hope that masy of man's docpest aspirations can a1



last be realized,

The spiraling pace of change allows us to contemplate, v/
within cur own lifetime, advancos that once would have taken
centurles,
QW wm our pbysical and hanen "7
e ‘
w

In throwing wide the horizons of space we have opened

our eyes to the horizoas of earth,

For the first time, because the people of the world want
peace and the leaders are afraid of war, the thmes are on the side
of peace,

Eight years from now America will cd ebrate its 200th
anniversary as a nation, Wmln the lifetime of most people pow
Hving, mankind will celebrate that great now year which comes oaly

once in a thousand years -- the beginning of the Third Milleoium,

b

= What kind of a nation wo themrbdeve, what kind of a world

weg:. whether we shape the future In the image of our hopes, 15
our4 to determine by our actions and cur choices,
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The greatest honor history caa bestow i= the tite
of peacemaker., This bonor now beckons America: the chance w
help lead the world at last out of the valley of wrmoll, and oato

that high ground of peace man has  dreamed of since the dawn of

civilization,
\: Our SUMMONS 0 greamess, | lwe-aaswer I8
L
feall, atons o came will say of us now living that we masterad

our moment, that we helped make the world safe for mankind,

G e

feve the American people are ready fordils rendovaus
g G
The second third of thix century has been a timo of proud
achievement. We bave made enormeus strides in science asd industry
ad agriculture, We have shared our wealth more broadly than ever,

ond learned at last 10 manage & modern economy to @ssure its continued

growth,
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We have given freedom new reach, n:r?qnmmah:iu
promise real for black as well as for white.

We see the hope of menorrow in the youth of today, [ hewe

;/ mﬂca's youth., -biogw-sheen. | believe in them. We can be

proud that they are a generation better aducated, more committed,

more passionitely drlven by consclence than any that has gone before,
No people has ever bees soclose 1o the achievement of

a just and abundant sockety, or 50 possessed of the will to achleve 1L
Bocause our streagths are so grear, we can afford o

appeaise our weaknesses with candor and to spprosch them with hope.

Standisg 1n this same place a third of a contury ago,

Franklin Delano Roosevelt addressed a mation ravaged by deprossion

Al “&d“} Lo -9¢~-7-'.3 M nalion's Laeerddoss’,
and gripped i foar, Surveying its troubles, hewould say: Mgt

- % 7 ~
‘_}L”m. God, only material things. "

Qur crisis today is the reverse,



s

We have found ourselves rich in goods, huth in
apiric; reaching with magnificent precision for the moan, but
falling into raucous discord here on carth,

We are caught in war, wanting pesce. We are orn by
diviston, wanting unity, We see around us empty lives, wanting
fulfillment. We see tasks that need doing, waltng for hands t© do
them.

To a crisis of the spirit, we need an answer of the spiric.

To find that answer, we neod mly 1ook within ourselves,

When weo listen 1o “the bettor angels of our pature, =~ we
find that they celebrate the simple thisgs, and the basic things -« suwch
as goodneas, docency, love, kindeows,

Croatnoss comen in simple trappings,

The simple things are the mes most seoded today if we

are to surmount what divides us, and cement what mites us,
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To Jower our voikces would be 8 simple thing.
In these difficalt years, America has suffered from a
fever of words: from Inflated rberoric that prom lses more than
it can possibly dediver; from angry rhetoric that fams Gscontents
ioto hutreds; from bombestic rhetor ic that posturos (nstosd of porsusding.
We canzot learn from oo asothor until we stop shouting
ot ooe another -+ until we speak quietly enough so that our words
can be heard as well as our voices,
For it part, governmem will listen. We will strive w
Ilsten i» new ways -- to the voices of quict anguish, the volces that
spesk without words, the voices of the hesrt <« 10 the injured voices,
and the anxiows voices, and the voices that have despaired of being heard.
Those who have been left our, we will try 1o bring ia.

Those left behind, we will help to catch up.



%
For all of our people, we will set as aur goal the decent

b—&"
order that makes progress possible and | Ly secure,

The American dréam does not came 10 those who fall

azleep. o

\ —— P

As we resch toward our hopes, our task is o bulld ca

whift has gone before -- not turning away from the old, bul turning
d the new,

In this past third of a century, government has passod
more laws, spent more money, Inttiated mare programs, thaa in all
our provious history, But we are approachiag the limits of what
government alone can 3o,

In pursuing our goals of full employment, better bousing,
excellence in education; in rebuilding our cltdes and Improving our
rural aress; o protectiang our enviromment and enhancing the quality

of life; in all these and more, we will press urgently forward,
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But cur noed now ix o reach beyond government, and to
enlist the legioom of the concerned and the committed,

What has to be done, has 10 be dooe by govermment and
people together or it will not be done at all, The lesson of past
agony is that without the people we cas do nothing; with the people
we can Jdo everything.

To maxch the magnitude of our tasks, we nexd the energies
of our people -~ enlisted not oaly in grand enterprises, bul nore
imporntly in those small, splendid efforts that make headlines
in the neighborhood newspaper instead of the national joursal.

With these, nm’cnmagraxcmoamlctme
spirit -- each Of us ralsing It one SLONe at & thne, as he reaches out w
his meighbor, belping, caring, doing,

| &0 not offer a life of uninspiring ease, | do nee call
for a life of grim sacrifice. 1 ask you to join in & high adventure -~

one as rich as hamanity itself, and exciting as the times we live in,
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The essence of froedom is that each of us share in
the ahaping Of hisn Own deatiny,
Unti]l he has been part of a cause larger than himself, no
man is truly whole,
The way to fulfillment is in the use of cur talents; we
achieve nobility in the spirit that sspires that use.

As we measure what cas be dome, wﬂ'ﬂﬁ!‘M_‘

what we know we can produce, ( bey
chart our goals,
No man can be fully free while his neighbor s not . To
go forward at all is 2 go forward rogether,
This means black and white wogother, as one nation, not
two, The laws have caught up with our conacicacoy “nt remaing is
1o give life to what is in the law: 10 gasuro ot last that as all are born

oqual In dignity before God, all are born equal in dignity before man,
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As we loarn to go forward togethor st home, Lot us
alpo seck to go forward together with all mankind,

Lot ue take as our goal: where peace i enknown, the
make it welcome. Where peace is fragile, 0 make it strong,
where peace is tem porary, ﬁmn permanent,

After a period of copfromtation, we are entering an era
of megotiaton.

o alaane

Let d know that during this Administration our
lines of communication will be open,

We seeck an open world -- open to ideas, open to the
exchange of goods and people, & world in which no people, great or
small, will live I angry isolaon,

We comnot expect w0 make everyome our [riesd, but we can

try to mako no one our cnemy,
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worlds, <« pot 85 new worlkls 10 be conguered, but as a new

7

o il
Thone who would be cur adversaries, lot us invite

2 poaceful competition -« net Ia conquering territory or exteeling

dosninion, but in w: ) &-w<L.‘7 i N ﬂ‘/.o[;//mw.
As we explore B ; d.»‘/w

adventure 10 be shared,
With those who are willing t0 join, let us cooperate o

reduce the burden of anms, W strengthen the structure of peace, w

lift up the poor and the bungry.
But to all who would be empred by weakness, let us leave

20 doubt that we will be as strong as we need 1o be for as loog as we

need to be,

It will not be o that can bind us In
peace, o our lifetimes/ we may fully’sueceed, Bet only if we bogin -~

only if we weave

bo true to the mon
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Only a few short weeks ago, we shared the glory of
man's first sight of the world as God sees it, as a single sphere
reflecting Hghe 1n the darkness.

As the Apollo astronauts flew over the moon's gray surface
m Christmas Eve, they spoke to es of the boauty of Earth -~ and In
that voico so clear acroan the lunar distance we heard thom invoke
Cod's blossing oo Its goodness,

In that moment, their view from the moon moved poet
Archibald MacLeish o wrise: "To sco the Earth as it truly is,
small and blue and beautiful in that etermal silence whem it floars, is
to see ourselves as ridere on the Earth wgether, brothers on that bright
lovelingss In the eternal cold -- brothers who know now ey are truly
brothers,

In that moment of syrpassing techacjogical triumph, men
roed their thoughts toward bome and humanity -~ seeing In that far
perspactive that man's destiny on carth is not divisible: telling us

that however far we reach oo the cosmos, our destiny lies vot In the



A
stare but here on Earth itself, in our own hands and our own bearts.

We have eadured a long night of the Amertcan spirit, But
a3 our eves catch the dimness of the first rays of dawn, 1e€ us not
curse the remaining dark, Let us gather the lght.

Our dewtiny offers, mot the cup of despaly, but the chalice
of opportissity. 50 let us sefze it, not in foar, but In gladsoss -« and,
"riders on the carth together, ™ let us go forward, firm inour faith,
steadfast in our purpose, cautious of the dangers: but sustained by

our coalidmce In the will of God and the promise of man,

azgess
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Mr. Chief Justice, President Johnson, Vice President

Humphrey, Vice President Agnew, my fellow Americans -- and my

fellow citizens of the world community:

Each moment in history is a fleeting time, precious and
unique, But some stand out as moments of beginning, in which courses
are set that shape decades or centurios.

Thie can be such a moment,

Forces now are converging thet mhﬁpo--ﬂﬁe. for the

first time, the hope that many of man's deepest aspirations can at



last be realized.

The spiraling pace of change allows us to contemplate,

within our own lifetime, advances that once would have taken

In throwing wide the horizons of space we have opened
our eyes to the horizons of earth,

For the first time, because the people of the world want
peace and the Jeaders are afraid of war, the times are on the side
of peace,

Bight years from now America will cd ebrate {ts 200th
anniversary as a sation, /i “muwlmﬂmeo(mou poople now
living, mankind will celebrato that groat new year which cames caly
mlaammm--mmammmm@

Lo

What kind of a2 nation we what kind of 2 world

- ﬂ,p o~
we murwdupmmmuawammu -

outuodomminﬁbymocmmowchoha
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The greatest honor history can beatow is the title

of poscemaker, This honor mow beckons America: the chancoe to

help lead the world at last out of the valley of turmoll, asd onro

that high ground of peace man ha s dreamed of since the dawn of

civilization.

~+—This is our summonas mgmmn l{nf"‘“—
N o =t

. owil, generations to come will say of us now living that we mastered

our moment, that we belped make the world safe for maakind,

) W
"\—> 1 believe the American poople aro ready &z, “"?
The second third of Mmis century has been a time of prowud

achievement, We have made enormous amummqmm-u'y

and agriculture. We have shared our wealth more broadly than ever,

and learned at Jast to manage & modern econcmy 10 assure 11 continued

growth,



ode &,
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We have/fiven freedom new resch, angbegun t make 1t

promise real for black as well as for white.
Womhobwodmormhﬁoynﬂw(my. Theve—
i M I believe in them. We can be
proud that they are a gereration better educated, more committed,
more passionately drives by conacience than any that has gone before,
No people has ever been 80 close to the achievement of
& Just and abundant scclety, or S0 possessed of the will 1o achieve (L.
Because our strengths are o0 great, we can afford o
appraise our weaknesses with candor and 20 approach them with hope,
Standing in this same place a third of a century ago,
rnmmamwmm-umnmwmm
and gripped in fear, swqmuu muu-uy- "my
concern, thank Cod, caly material things, "

Our crisis today I8 the reverse,
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We have found curselves rich in goods, but fggp

spirit; reaching with magnificeat precision for the moon, but
falling into raucous discord here on earth.

We are caught in war, waning peace. We are torn by
divigion, wanting wnity. We see around us empty lives, wanting
fulfilkment., We see tasks that noed doing, waiting for hands to do
them,

To a crists of the spirit, we noed an apawer of the spirit.

To find that answer, we need caly look within ourselves,

When we listen to "the better angels of our nature, ™~ we
find that they celebrate the simple things, and the basic thisgs -~ such
a8 goodness, decency, love, kindoess,

Greatess comes in simple trappings.

The simple things are the mes most needed today if we

are 1o surmount what divides us, and coment what usites us, ;
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To lower our voices would be 8 simple thing.

In these difficult yoars, America has suffered from a
foever of words: from inflated rhetoric that prom ises more than
it can possibly deliver; from angry rhetoric that fams discontents .
into hatreds; from bombastic rhetoric that postures instead of persuading.

We canpot Jearn from one another until we stop shouting
at one another -- until we speak quietly enough so that our words
can bo heard as well as our voices,

For its part, governmest will listen, We will strive to
listen (o now ways == to the voices of quiet anguish, the voices that
mamm-«a.mv«cadumz-}-wmwm.
and the anxious voices, and the voices that have despaired of being heard. ;

Those who have been left cut, we will try 0 bring in.

Those left behind, we will help o cach up.
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For all of our poople, we will set as cur goal the decent

order that makes progress possible and lileasd-dibecty sccure,

2 The American dream does not cane o those who fall _

L

what has gone before -- not turning away from the old, but turming

As we reach woward our hopes, our task is 10 build on

toward the new,

Ia this past third of a century, government has passed
more laws, spent more money, initiatod more programs, than in all
our previous history. But we are approaching the limics of what

government alone can do.
In pursuing our goals of full employmeat, better bossing,
excellesce in education; in rebuilding our cities and improving our

rural areas; in protecting our enviromment and eshancing the quality

of lite: | all these and more, we will press urgencly forward,

-

l
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But our peed now 15 to reach beyond government, and to
enlist the leglons of the concerned and the commitsed.

What has to be dose, has o be dose by government asd
pocple togother or it will nat bo done at all, The lesscn of past
agony 18 that without the people we can do nothing; with the people
we can do everything.

To match the magnitude of cur tasks, we peed the energies
of our peogle -~ enlisted not only ia grand eaterprises, but more
importantly in those emall, splendid efforts that make headlines
in the neighborbood newspaper instead of the national journal.

With these, n}%mbdldomcuhedxﬂc(m.
spirit -~ oach of us raising it oo stone at a time, as he reaches out 1
his neighbor, helping, cering, dolsg.

[ do moe offer & life of uninapiring case, | do noe call
for a life of grim sacrifice. | ask you 1 join in a high adveature -~

coe as rich 48 humanity itself, and exciting as the times we live in.
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The essence of freedom is that each of us share in
the shaping of his own destiay.
Until he has been part of a cavse larger than himself, no
man is truly whole,
'l'hnywmmmuuhdnundwnhnu:n
achieve nobility in the spirit that lspires that use,

T ——e cee’ 2~
As we measure what can be done, we-witl-be-careful

Fe c./’l /.');L/\./ — s 3
7. (e St~
chart our goals,

No man cas be fully froe whild his neighbor is not . To
go forward at all is to go forward together,

This means black and whito together, as coe nation, not
two. mwumanyuupwlm”mm“mmmu

to give life to what is in the law: to ensure at last that as all are born

equal in dignity before God, all are born equal in digaity before man,
: 167
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As we Jearn to go forward together at home, letus
also seck to go forward together with all mankind/
Let us take as our goal: Mmmumm.ﬁ

make it welcome, Where poace is fragile, 46 make it strong,

where peace is umpanry./uub it wnjn\v
After a period of confrontation, |nn entering an ers

of negocianon.

mwb’; that during this Administration our
lines of communication will be open,

We seek an open world -~ oper 10 ileas, open t the
exchango of goods and people, & world in which no poople, great or
small, will live ia aagry isolation,

We cannot expoct t0 make everyoue our friend, but we can

try 1 make po One our enemy,
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Those who would be cur adversaries, let us invite 10

a peaceful competition --mhcmqnﬂngwﬂwfyorwq

dominion, but in deﬂ MA‘(“? %

As we explore the reaches of space, et us go to the new -
worlds ogether -~ net as now worlds to be coaquered, but a8 & new
adventure 10 be shared,

With those Who are willing to join, let us COOperate o
reduce the burdeo of arms, wsmtwudnmmedm‘,'n
lift up the poor and the hungry.

But 1o 611 who would be tempeed by weakness, let us leave =
no doubt that we will be a8 strong s we need 10 be for s long as we
meed to be.

Ik will not b§ casy 10 fashion cordns that can §nd us in

S B ol
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Only & few short woeks ago, we shared the glory of
man's first wight of the world as God sees it, 4% o single sphere
reflecung gt in the darkness,

As the Apollo astronsuts flew over the moon's gray surfsce
o Christmas Eve, they spoks to us of the beauty of Earth -~ and In
that voice 8o clear across the lumar distance we beard them invoke
God's blessing on its goodness,

In that moment, their view from the mooan moved poet
Archibald MacLeish 1o write: "To see the Earth uiit truly is,

)mu and blue and besutiful in ®at eternal stlence whewm it floats, 1s

to see ourselves as riders on the Earth together, brothors on that bright
loveliness in the eternal cold -- brothers who know now they are truly
brothers, *

In that moment of surpassing techaological triumph, mea
turned their thoughts toward home and hamaaity -- secing in that far
perapective that man's destiny on earth is not mmmc:“ telling us
that however far we reach into the cosmos, our destiny lies not in the +

{7

v d ~ ‘s ~ o e o L g 3
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stars but here on Earth itself, in our own hands and our own bearts,

We have endured a long ntght'/o( the Amorican spirit. But
as our eyes catch the dimnesa of the first rays of dawn, let ue not’
curse the remaining dark, Let us gather the

Our destiny offers, ot the cup of ddspaly, but the chalice <
of opportunity. S0 let ug setze it, not in fear, but In gladness -- and,
"riders oo the earth together, " let us go forward, firm in our faith,
steadfast in our purpose, cautious of the dangers; butsUstained by

our confidence in the will of God asd the promise of man,

jo
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Over the past tweaty years, 1 have visited most of the )|6

nations of the world, (&)

I have come to know the leaders of the world, ammeg:eat%
2

{
forces and the ancient fears and hatreds that divide the warkd, \ 4‘(
| know that peace does not come through wishisg for it <« \ .XL
that there is no substinute for daye and even yoars of patient and \
prolonged diplomacy.
1 als0 koow the people of the world,

1 know that the husger of a chikd, the grief of a mother who

has lost her s0n, the angulsh of the destitute =~ hose Know B0 2aTICOAl

boundaries, oo color/ no race.

I speak from my heart, and the beart of my country, the

deep concern hat | have for those who suffer, and those who sorrow,

I know America, 1 know the heart of America Is goad,
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I have taken an oath oday In the presence of God and my
countrymen, To that oath, | add this sacred canmitment: that [ shall
cmeecrate my office, my energies, and all the wisdam | can semmon,
o the cewse of peace among natioos,

Lot this mesaage be heard by strong and weak aliko:

The peace we seok to win is not viclory over any other
people, but the peace that canes “with healing 1o 118 wings:™ with
compassion for those who have suffered; with understanding for

those who have opposed us; with the oppornmity for all the peoples of

this Earth 1o choose their own destiny,




Mr. Chief Justice, Fresident Johnson, Vice President
Hunphrey, Vice President Agnew, my fellow Americans == and
my fellow cltizeas of the world cormunity:

I ask you to share with me today the majesty of this

nt. In the orderly transfer of power, we celebrate the
uu!ty that keecps us [ree,

Rach moment in history is a fleoting time, precious
and unigue, Dut some atand ost as moments of beginning,
in which courses are set that shape decades or centuries,

This can be such a moment.

Forces now are converging that make possible, for
the first tine, the hope that many of man's dcepost
aspirations can at last be realized,

the spiraling pace of change allows us to contemplate,
withis our own lifetime, advances that omoce would have taken
centuries, '

. In th ng wide the horizons Of space,ws lLave
2 Ml;orilonl o4 earth. _

For the first time, because the people of the world
want peace and the leaders are afraid of war, the times are
on the side of peace,

Eight years from now Aperica will celebrate its 200th
ansiversary as a nation. Within the lifetime of most people
now living, mankind will celebrate that great new year which
comes only once in & thousand years -- the beginning of the

Third Millenniun,
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what kind of a mation we will be, vhat kind of »
world u#ll%n in, whether wo shape the future i= the iwage
of our hopes, 48 ours to determine by our acticas and our
choices.

The greatest honor history can Bestow is the title
of peacemaker. Thia honor now beckons Asericaj.-the
chance to help lead the world at last olut of the valley
of turmoil, and onto that high ground clw peace wan has
dreaned of since the dawn of civilization.

1f we succeed generations to come will say of us
now living that we mastered our moment, that we helped
make the world safe for mankind.

This Ls our swwons to greatness.

I belleve the Arerican people are ready %o answver
this call.

The second third of this century has been a time of
proud achievement. We have nadGe enormous strides in sclience
and industry and agriculture, We have shared our wealth
more broadly than ever, and learned at last to manage a
modern economy O Assure its continued growth.

We have givea freedom new reach, and we have begun
to make its promise real for Black as well as for vhite.

We see the hope of tomorrow in the youth of today.

I know America's youth, I believe in them. We can ke

proud that they are @sgmeepesion better educated, more

committed, more passionatsly driven by comscience than any ’egea‘ﬁu’
that has gone before. S




Mo peopie has evor beem 8o close to the achicvemant
of & just and abundant society, or so pumu‘ of the will
to achieve it,

Because our strengths are S0 great, ve can afford
to appraice our weakmesses with candor and to approach
thex with hope.

Standing in this same place a third of a century
890, Frankiin Delano Roosevelt addressed a nation ravaged

by depression and gripped in fear., WHeo could say in
surveying the nation's troubles: “They concern, tbnk.
God, only material thines.,*

Our crisis today is the reverse.

We have found ourselves rich in goods, but ragged
in spirit; reaching with magnificent preclision for the moon,
but falling into raucous discord here on earth,

We are caught in war, vanting pesce. We are torn
by division, wanting unity. We u-o around us enpty lives,
wvanting fulfilimeat, We see tasks that need doing, walting
for hands to do taen,

To a crisis of the spirit, we need an ansver of
the spiric,

To find that asswer, we need only lock withina
ocurselves.

When we listen to "the better angels of our
nature,” we find that they celebrate the simple things, and
the basic things == such as goodness, decency, love, kindacss.
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Greatnoss comes in simple treappings.

The sinple things are Lhe oncs most neoded tecday
if we are to surmount what divides us, and cement what
unites us.

Te lower our voices would be a simple thino,

In these difficult years, Amoerica has suffered from
a fever of words: from uth.no rhetoric that promiscs
gore than it cen possibly deliver; from angry rhetoric that
fane discontents into hatreds) from bombastic rhetoric that
postures instead of peravading.

¥We canpot learn ﬁoa one another until we stop
shouting at one another == until we speak guietly enough
so that our words can be heard as well as our voices,

For its part, government vill listen. ¥e will striwve
to 1isten in new vays -- to the voices of quiet anguish,
the voices that speak without vords, the voices of the
heart == to the injured voices, s the anxious veices,
a® the voices that have despaired of being heard.

Those vho have been left out, we will try to Bring in.

those left behind, ve will help to catch up.

For all of our people, we will set as our goal the
decent order that makes progress possible and our lives
secure.

Az we reach toward our hopes, our task is to build
on vhat has gone before == not turning avay from the old, bat
turning toward the newv,
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In this past third of a century, government has
passed more laws, spont more money, initiated more proerans,
than ia all our previous hisctory,

In pursuing our goals of full employment, better
housing, excellence in education; in rebuilding our cities
and dmproving our rural areas; in protecting cur enviroament
and enhancing the guality of life; in all these and more,
we will press urgently forward,

¥e shall plan nov for the day when our wealth can be
transforred from the destructicn of war abroad to the urgent
needs of our pecple at home,

The American dream does not come to those whe fall

asleep,

Bt we are approaching the limits of vhat government alore

can ¢o,

Our greatest need now is to reach beyond government,
to enlist the legions of the concerned and the cormitted,

¥hat has to be done, has to bo done by goveransent
and pecple together or it will not be done at all. The
lesson of past agony is that without the pecple we can do nothing;
vith the people we can do everything.

To mateh the nagnitude of ocur taske, we need the energlies
of our pecple == enlisted not only in grand enterprises, but
nore importantly in those small, splendid efforts that make
headlires in the neighborhood mewspaper instead of the naticsal
journal.

with these, we can build a great cathedral of the
spirit == each of us raising it one stone at a time, as be
reaches owt to his neighbor, helping, caring, doing.

\
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I 6o pot offar a life of uninspiring ease, I
do not call for a 1ife of grim sacrifice., I ask yos to joia
in a high adventure == oa¢ as rich as humanity itself,
and exciting as the times we live in.

The essence of freedom is that each of us share§
in the shaping of his own Geatiny.

Until he has been p‘rt of a cause larger than
himself, no man is truly whole,

The way to fulfillment is in the use of our talemts;
we achieve noblility in the spirit that imspires that use,

As we measure what can be done, we shall promise
only what we knov we can produce, but as wve chart our
goals we shall be 1ifted by our dreams.

¥o man can be fully free while his nelghbor is not,
To go forward at all is to go forward together,

This peans black and white together, as ono‘ nation, .
not two. The laws have caught up with our conscience. What
remaizns Ls to give 1ife to what is in the lav: o ensure
at last that as all are born equal in dignity before ooa._
all are bom equal in dignity before man,

As we learn to g¢o forwvard together at home, let us
aleo seek to go forward together with all wankind,

Let us take as our goal: where peace Lz unknown,
make it wvelcome., Where peace is fraglile, make it strong,
where peace is tamporary, make it permanent.
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After a period of confrontation, ve arc entering
an ora of newotiaticn,

let all nations know that during this Administration
our lines of cosmunication will be open.

We seek an open world == open to ideas, open to
the exchange of goods and people, a vorld in which no
people, great or small, will live in angry isclation.

We cannot expect to make everyome our friemd, but
wWe can try to make no one our enemy.

Those who would be cur adversaries, let us iavite
to a peaceful competition =- not in conguering territory or
extending dominicn, but in eariching tLo iife of man.

As we explore the reaches of léncc. let us go to
the nev worlds together == not as new |vozl.u to e
conquered, but as a new adventure to be shared,

With those wvho are willing to join, let us cooperate
to reduce the burden of arms, to strengthem the atructure of
peace, to lift up the poor and the hungry.

But to all who would be terpted by weakness, let us
leave no doubt that we wvill be as strong as we need to be
for as long as ve need to be.

Over the past tventy years, I have visited most of
the nations of the world.,

I have come to know the leaders of tha world, and
the great forces and the ancient fears and hatreds that
divide the world,
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I know that geace does not come throwgh wishing
for it == that there is no substitute for days and cven years
of patient and prolonged diplomacy.

1 als0o know the pecple of the world,

I have se¢ea the hunger of a homwless child, the pain
of a man wounded in battle, the grief of a mother who has lost
her son , 1 kpow these have no ideclogy or race.

I know America. 1 know the heart of America is good,

I speak from my own heart, and the heart of my country
the deep concern we have for those who suffer, and those
vhe sorrow,

I have taken an oath today in the presence of God
and my countrymen., To that oath, I add this sacred commitment:
1 shall consecrate my office, my energies and all the vnda-

I can summon, to the cause of peace anong nations,

Let this message be heard by strong and veak allike:

The peace ve seek to win is pot victory over any
other people, but the peace that comes “vith healing in its
wings," with compassion for those who have suffered; with
understanding for those Vhe have opposed us; with the
opportunity for all the pecples of this Earth to chcose thelir
own destiny.

Only a fow short weeks ago, ve shared the glory of man's

first sight of the world as God sees it, as a single
sphere reflecting light in the darkness,.




As the Apollo astronauts flev over tha moon's
gray surface on Christmas Eve, they spoke to us of the
beauty of Earth == and in that voice so clear acrces the
lunar distance we heard them invoke God's blessing on
its goodness,

In that moment, their viev fror the soon moved poct
Archibald MacLeish to write: *To see the Earth as it truly
is, small and blue and beautiful in that oternal silence
where it floats, is to see MIno a3 riders on the
Earth together, brothers on that bright loeveliness in
the eternal o¢old =« brothers who know now they are truly
brothers.*

In that monént of surpassing techmological triumph,
men turned their thoughts toward home and huranity --
seoing in that far perspective that man's dostiny on earth
is not divisible: telliing uws that however far we reach
into the cosmos, our destiny lies not in the stars bdut
here on Earth itself, in our own hands and our own hearts.

we have endured & long night of the American spirie,
But A our eyes catch the dimness of the first rays of
dawn, let us not curse the remaining dark. Let us gather
the light,

Our destiny offers, not the cup of despair, but
the chalice of opportunity. Sc let us seize it, =ot in
fear, but in gladness -- and, “riders on the eartn
together,” let us go forward, firm in our faith, steadfass
in our purpose, cautious of the dangers) but sustained by

our confidesce in the vill of Cod and the promise of man,
L )
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My, Chief Justice, President Johnson, Vice Fresident
Herphrey, Vice Presidemt Agnew, my fellow Anmeri -= and
my fellow citizens of the world cosmunity:

1 ask you to share with me today the jesty of this
ropent, q

Each moment in history is a flee time, precious
and unique, Dut some stand out as momenty of beginning,
in which courses are set that shape decafes or centuries,

This can be such 4 mopent,

Forces nov are coaverging thaf make possible, for
the first time, the hope that many of man's deepest
aspirations can at last be reaiis

The spiraling pace of
within our own 1ifetime, ad

oe¢ allows us to contemplate,
that once would have taken
centuries. )

Ia throwizg wide the fzons of space we have
of earth,

because the people of the world

opened our eyes to the hori

Por the first time
want peace and the leoadoxs are afraid of var, the times are
on the side of peace,

Eight years £ mov Anerica will celebrate ifits 200th
asniversary as a nation., Within the lifetime of most people
will celebrate that great new year which

comes only cnoce & thousand years =-- the beginning of the
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What kind of a nation we will be, what kind -
world u‘;‘ﬁ‘vo in, whether we ahape the future in ivage
of our hopes, is ours to determine by our actions/and our
choices.,

The groatest honor history can bestow §s the title
of peaceraker, This honor mow beckons AmericA: the
chance to help lead the world at last out og'/ the valley
of turmoil, and onto that high ground of
droamed of since the dawn of civilizatl

ran has
1f ve sucoeed generations to will say of ua
nov living that we pastered our moment, that we helped
pake the vorld safe for mankind. /

This is cur swwmons to qun'a('n.

I believe the Axerican pcoq‘o are ready Lo ansver

this call.
The second third of this tury has been a tine of
proud achievemant., We have enormous strides in science

and industry and agriculture, / We have shared our wealth
more broadly than ever, and Jearmed at last tO manace &
rpodern economy to assure its continued growth,

%o have given f now reach, and we have begun
to make its promise ml/tox black as well as for white,

ne laethelop’ol tomoryow in the youth of today.
I Wow Anerica's youtp. I believe in them, We can be
prosd that they mt gereration better educated, mere

committed, more p.’iumuxy driven by comscience than any
that has gone boﬁt‘.




- 8=

In this past third of a century, government has
passed rore laws, spent more momey, initiated more programs,
than in all our previous history. But ve are agpproaching
the linits of what government alone can do,

In pursuing cur goals of full employrent, better
housing, excellence In education; in rebuilding our cities
and improving our rural areas) in protecting our eavironment
and enhancing the quality of life; in all these and more,
we will press urgeatly forward.

The American dream dods not come to those who fall
asleep,

We shall pian for the day when our wealth can be
transferred -!to. the destruction of war o‘nd to the
urgent aeceds of our people at home,

But cur need nov 48 to reach beyond governrent,
and to enlist the lecions of the conceraed and the committed,

What has to be done, has to be done by government
and people together or it will not be done at all. YThe
lesson of past agoay is that without the people we can do
nothing; with the pecple we can &0 everytiing,

To match the magnitude of our tasks, we need the
energies of our pecple == enlisted not only in grand
enterprises, but more isportantly in those small, splondid
efforts that make headlines in the uxmm.mm’oz
instead of the ugioaal jourmal,

with thcd"c. we can build a great cathedral of the
spirit == sach /! us raising Lt one stone at a tine, as
he reaches out to his neighbor, helping, caring, doing,




I inow that peace dees not core throueh wisliing
for it == that there is no Aubstictute for days and even
years of patient and proleoaced diploracy.

I also know the people of the world,
I know that the huscer o€ a child, thy erie™ 0" &

mother vho has lost her son, the anguish of ghe destitute --
these kzow no national boundaries, no <cley, and no race.

I speak from ny heart, and the hagrt of my country-
the decp concera that I have for those wio sufler, and
those who sorrow.

I know America, I know the
qoed, |

1 have taken an ocath today In the presence of God
and ny countrymen. 7o that cath, ' add this sacred cornitrent:
that I shall comsecrate my otticq,f my energies and all the
wisdom I can summon, to the unlb of peace armong nations.

Lot this message beo u;m by strony and weakx alike:

The peace wa seek to wu is not victory over any
other people, but the peace that cones *with healizo in its
wings;” with corpassion tot" those who have suffered; with
understanding for those m have opposed us) with the
opportunity for all the 't':ooplu of this Earth to chooae
their own destiny. //

Only a fev sh¢rt weeks ago, we shared the gloxy of
man's first sight og’/’m worid as God s it, as a singlo

sphere reflecting light in the darkness.
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