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2025 Schedule

Participants

TUESDAY

October 21

Opening
Conversation:

Featured
Discussion:

Keynote
Remarks:

WEDNESDAY

U.S. Senator Dave McCormick
and Ambassador Robert O'Brien

Rep. Darrell Issa
and Matthew Foldi

Secretary Chad Wolf

October 22

Opening
Remarks:

Leadership
on the World
Stage:

EPA
Administrator
Lee Zeldin:

Keynote
Remarks:

Grand Strategy
for aNew Era:

Closing
Remarks:

U.N. Ambassador Mike Waltz
in conversation with
Christopher Nixon Cox

America’s Role in Shaping Peace

Bonnie Glick
Matthew Foldi
Juan Guaido

In conversation
with Katie Pavlich

General John M. Keane

An Analysis of Ongoing Conflicts

Rep. Zach Nunn
Secretary Robert Wilkie
Katie Pavlich

Secretary Robert Wilkie
“From the Age of Nixon
to the Challenge of Now”
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Christopher Nixon Cox Matthew Foldi Bonnie Glick
CEO of Lightswitch Co-founder and Editor in Deputy Administrator of
Capital Chief of the Washington the United States Agency

Reporter for International Develop-
ment (2019-2020)

General John M. Keane
United States Army, Retired

Juan Guaido Congressman Darrell Issa
Former Interim President Serving California’s 48th
of Venezuela District

Ambassador

Robert C. O'Brien
27th National Security
Advisor

Dave McCormick
U.S. Senator, Pennsylvania

Congressman Zach Nunn
Serving lowa’s 3rd District

Katie Pavlich Kimberly Reed Mike Waltz
Fox News Contributor Former Chairman, President, 32nd U.S. Ambassador
and CEO Export-Import Bank to the UN

of the United States

Chad F. Wolf

Former Acting Secretary
of the U.S. Department of
Homeland Security

Robert Wilkie

10th U.S. Secretary of Veterans
Affairs, Under Secretary of
Defense (2017-18)

Lee Zeldin

17th Administrator of the
United States Environ-
mental Protection Agency



RICHARD NIXON FOUNDATION

GRAND STRATEGY SUMMIT

Convened on October 21 & 22, 2025 in Washington, D.C.

The Richard Nixon Foundation’s fourth annual Grand Strategy Summit kicked off, as it has in
previous years, at a time when America’s national security topped the news. The Summit
opened on October 21, 2025, just eight days after President Trump announced the end of the
war in the Gaza Strip. The question of America’s role in the world dominated the discussions
that unfolded over the course of two days.

The Summit convened more than 200 current and former senior policymakers, military experts,
foreign diplomats, emerging thought leaders, and students for in-depth discussions on foreign
policy, with a focus on applying President Richard Nixon’'s model of grand strategy to advance
real peace amid ongoing global conflicts.

2025 Grand Strategy Summit Steering Committee

Hon. Edward McMullen, Jr. — U.S. Ambassador to Switzerland, 2017-2021
Hon. Kimberly Reed — President & Chairman, U.S. Export Bank, 2019-2021
Hon. Robert C. O'Brien — National Security Adviser, 2019-2021
Hon. Robert Wilkie — U.S. Secretary of Veterans Affairs, 2018-2021

College Delegates Get Firsthand Insight in the Nation’s Capital

A cohort of business honors students from California State University, Fullerton, traveled to Washington, D.C.
to witness American government and history in action. This immersive experience is an annual component of
the Grand Strategy Summit, offering hands-on civics education and exposure to national policy discussions.

| {'-I'||\] In addition to attending
the Summit, the student
delegates toured key
institutions and historic
sites, including the U.S.
Capitol, the U.S. Supreme
Court, the American
Revolution Institute,

the Folger Shakespeare
Library, and the Woodrow
Wilson House.

Student Delegates from California State University, Fullerton, in the U.S. Capitol Rotunda with Rep. Zach Nunn (I1A-3).
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OPENING
DINNER

Opening Conversation: Senator Dave McCormick
Discusses the Possibility of Peace in the Middle
East and the Ongoing War in Ukraine

Key takeaways:

There’s a pathway to peace and opportunity
for everyone in the Middle East.

Fear of Russian expansionism is very real among
the nations bordering Russia.

The United States must bolster its defense
industrial base and focus more on next-generation
weapons.

Scan to watch
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Ambassador Robert O’Brien, Chairman of the Richard
Nixon Foundation Board of Directors, opened the
conference in conversation with United States Senator
Dave McCormick (R-Pennsylvania). Appearing via
Zoom from Capitol Hill, Senator McCormick discussed
his recent visits to the Baltic states and Scandinavia,
where leaders expressed deep concern that Russia’s
invasion of Ukraine could be a precursor to further
Russian expansionism. In response, these nations are
increasing their military spending. The senator also noted
a technological revolution in modern warfare: the use of
drones, robots, and other emerging weapons highlights
the need for the United States to learn critical lessons
from how the war in Ukraine is being fought.
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Representative Darrell Issa
Reflects on the Enduring Legacy
of Richard Nixon’s Foreign Policy

Key takeaways:
Preparation for war is key to keeping the peace.

The United States must be able to surge its
industrial base if needed for war.

The pursuit of peace through strength originated
with Richard Nixon.

The Honorable Darrell Issa, who represents California’s
48th Congressional District, engaged in a lively
discussion with Matthew Foldi, editor-in-chief of

The Washington Reporter. Issa, vice chair of the House
Foreign Affairs Committee, pointed to President Nixon’s
pursuit of “peace with honor” in Vietnam as a valuable
guide for American policymakers today. A veteran of
the United States Army, Issa highlighted how President
Nixon’s decision to end the draft and create an all-
volunteer military transformed the armed forces into

a highly effective instrument of American foreign policy
and helped build broad public support for members

of the U.S. Armed Forces.

+ Scantowatch
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Keynote: Chad Wolf, Former Acting
Secretary of Homeland Security,
Outlines the Key Elements for a
Strong and Effective Foreign Policy

Key takeaways:

Securing Americas borders protects America’s
sovereignty and the American people, its way of life,
and American interests.

America first is not America alone. Our common
security must be tied to our common civilization.

“Looking back on President Nixon is an opportunity
to learn and grow as a country and take lessons from
his successes.”

Chad Wolf, the former Acting Secretary of Homeland
Security, spoke of the importance to America’s security
of securing America’s borders. He spoke of the need

for an “all of government” approach for advancing
America’s interests across the globe. Wolf called for a
renewal of President Nixon’s vision of achieving a
structure of peace that will ensure an enduring peace
for generations to come. Secretary Wolf agreed with
President Nixon’s assertion that the integrity of a nation’s
borders and the ability to develop in peace
and safety without outside interference is
the foundation on which a structure of
peace can be built.
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U.N. Ambassador Mike Waltz’s First Impressions
of the U.N.’s Role as an Instrument of Diplomacy

Key takeaways: One month into his role as U.S. Ambassador to
"The United States must be able to justify to the United Nations, Mike Waltz reflected on the

American taxpayers why the money it spends recent meeting of the UN General Assembly in

to support the United Nations serves America’s a conversation with 'Chrlstophfzr leon Cox.
interests Ambassador Waltz cited the mission creep that has

diverted attention from the UN’s central mission:
preventing war, stopping war, and keeping peace.

The Ambassador said the United States must pursue

The United Nations needs more action and
less talk to promote peace.

“We need one place in the world where everyone reform of the UN. He said the United States must
can talk, and I want it to be in the United States, choose whether to stay engaged or step away from
not somewhere else.” some of the UN’s organizations that are not aligned

with American values and interests.

Scan to watch
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Leadership on the World Stage: § SN
America’s ROIG in Shaping Peace Panelist Bonnie Glick (left) with Marlene Malek,

Richard Nixon Foundation Board Member.

Panelists: Bonnie Glick and Juan Guaidé joined Matthew Foldi

Bonnie Glick, Deputy Administrator of the for a wide-ranging discussion on the challenges and

United States Agency for International Development opportunities facing the United States as it works to
(2019-2020) advance peace while confronting growing threats to

itself and its allies. Mr. Guaido, the former president

uan Guaidé, Former Interim President of Venezuela . ,
] 2 of Venezuela, offered a stark account of his country’s

Matthew Foldi, moderator, Co-founder and Editor descent into authoritarian socialism and its global

in Chief of the Washington Reporter repercussions. Ms. Glick highlighted China’s expanding
influence in the developing world while emphasizing

Key takeaways: that American diplomacy, bolstered by private-sector

innovation, can effectively counter Beijing’s efforts.
The panel agreed that the United States must

The United States must not ignore China’s effort strategically leverage its strengths to promote global
to expand its influence in the developing world. peace and freedom.

Freedom should never be taken for granted.

Strategic diplomacy, innovation and strong

leadership

Scan to watch
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Lee Zeldin, EPA Administrator, in Conversation
with Katie Pavlich

Key takeaways:
Environmental protection and economic growth with preserving and protecting the environment
are not mutually exclusive goals. and public health while emphasizing that this

mission must be reaffirmed today. Zeldin highlighted
the EPA’s deregulation agenda and its aims to
remove rules that exceed the plain language of the
law, thereby eliminating unnecessary barriers to
mining rare earth minerals essential to America’s
economy and national security.

EPA is refocusing on its core mission: cleaner air,
water, and land and a healthier America.

Ending regulatory overreach is one of the
administration’s major goals.

Administrator Zeldin and Fox News contributor Katie
Pavlich discussed the critical role the Environmental Protec-
tion Agency plays in Americas national security, economic
strength, and global standing. The administrator began by
highlighting President Nixon’s creation of the EPA and the
enactment of foundational environmental laws during his
presidency. He noted that the agency was originally tasked

R0%=  Scan to watch
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UNITED STATES ARMY, RETIRED

OCTOBER 22, 2025 | WABRINGTON D.C.

Keynote: General Jack Keane on the Major
Threats and Opportunities Facing America

Key takeaways:

The United States faces ever more complex threats
than at any time since the end of the Cold War.

American leadership is indispensable to global
stability.

The United States needs a consistent foreign policy,
regardless of who occupies the White House.

Four-star General Jack Keane, former U.S. Army
Vice Chief of Staff, delivered a riveting keynote
address on the second day of the conference.
General Keane took the audience on a tour
d’horizon of the current threats to American

leadership.

He frankly discussed the challenges posed by
China, Russia, and the Middle East, among others.
He emphasized the need for the United States to
have a focused, strategic foreign and defense policy.
General Keane underscored the urgent need for a
focused, strategic foreign and defense policy while
stressing that U.S. policymakers must recognize that
China is actively working to supplant the United
States as the dominant power in the Indo-Pacific
region.

Scan
to watch
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Grand Strategy for a New Era: An Analysis
of Ongoing Conflicts

Panelists: Representative Zach Nunn (IA-3), former Veterans
Affairs Secretary Robert Wilkie, and Fox News con-
tributor Katie Pavlich held a wide-ranging discussion
on current global hotspots. They identified China as
the single most urgent threat to American leadership

Rep. Zach Nunn, Serving lowa’s 3rd District

Secretary Robert Wilkie, 10th U.S. Secretary
of Veterans Affairs, Under Secretary of Defense

(2017-18) and national security. Describing the ongoing threat
Katie Pavlich, moderator, Fox News contributor to Israel’s existence by the Palestinian Authority and
Iranian-backed terrorist groups, the panelists
Key takeaways: considered the role the Arab states must play to
America’s leadership is essential to national secure a lasting peace and stability in the region.
and international security. It cannot isolate They discussed the role that Europe and the United
itself from conflicts abroad. States must play in ending Russia’s continuing war on

Ukraine without sacrificing Ukraine’s sovereignty.
The panel agreed that military readiness and the
modernization of America’s procurement and

Strengthening the United States” defense
industrial base is urgently needed.

. . . b . .
True partnership with America’s allies manufacture of cutting-edge weaponry,
is essential to maintaining American equipment, and shipbuilding capacity are
leadership across the globe. imperative.

Scan to watch
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WASHINGTON, DC

Secretary Robert Wilkie
Concludes the Conference:
From the Age of Nixon to
the Challenges of Now

Key takeaways:
Western values are under attack.

History is being distorted by enemies of
the West.

“The protection of the liberal world order is
essential for the continued safety and prosperity of
the American nation.”

Robert Wilkie, former secretary of the United States
Department of Veterans Affairs, closed the conference
with an inspiring and thought-providing talk about
the existential threat facing the West. Quoting a 2017
speech delivered by President Trump in Warsaw,
Secretary Wilkie said, “The fundamental question of
our time is whether the West has the will to survive.”
He named China’s leader, Xi Jinping, Russia’s president
Vladimir Putin, and the mullahs in control of Iran and
other anti-Western nations as waging a battle against
Western values as they seek global political, military,
and economic hegemony. Secretary Wilkie closed the
conference with these stirring words: “We still have
time to stave off disaster by confronting the malice of
the wicked before someone utters the most lamentable
words in the English language:
“Too late.” Dick Nixon would
know what to do.”

Scan to watch

Blake Kernen (center), Richard Nixon Foundation Board Member,
with Muffy Day (right), Director of Washington Operations for the
Richard Nixon Foundation.

Christopher Nixon Cox (right), the eldest grandson of President and Mrs. Nixon
and Richard Nixon Foundation Board member, with Summit attendees.

RICHARD NIXON FOUNDAT

Gavin Herbert, Sr., Director Emeritus of the Richard Nixon Foundation,
with his son, Gavin Herbert, Jr.
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Stay
Connected

- “The United States must lead. We must
lead to open the eyes of those still blinded

by despotism, to embolden those who remain

 oppressed, and to bring out from the dungeons
of tyranny those who still live in darkness.
The question remains whether the United
States will meet its responsibilities of
leadersth beyond peace as it did to defeat
t/Je communists in the Cold War.”

— President Richard Nixon, Beyond Peace, 1994

We invite you to stay
connected and learn
about the work of the

Richard Nixon Foundation

by engaging with us online.

facebook.com/nixonfoundation

@nixonfoundation

@nixonfoundation

youtube.com/nixonfoundation

nixonfoundation.org




